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�Cumbria is a £12bn economy, which brings together two of 
the UK�s newest, largest, most sparsely populated and rural 
Unitary Authorities. Cumbria plays a pivotal role in meeting 
national priorities � from clean energy and defence to 
food production, water security, and nature recovery. 
Digital connectivity is a key enabler to support the Cumbria 
Councils� aims to create inclusive, excellent, services and 
economic growth that will address inequalities, protect our 
environment and work for local people.�

Councillor Chris Southward,  
Digital Champion, Cumberland Council

Welcome by the Digital Champions

�Digital infrastructure, fast broadband and mobile 
connectivity, is critical in supporting the Cumbria Economic 
Strategy 2025.�Connecting Cumbria works in a responsible, 
collaborative and inclusive way to deliver the changes that 
our communities have been asking for. Improving digital 
connectivity, ensuring everyone bene�ts, is an essential part 
of our vision for the future of Cumbria.���

Councillor Peter Thornton, Digital Champion, 
Westmorland and Furness Council
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Background
Cumbria is a modern, entrepreneurial, rural economy where world-leading sector strengths 
and an outstanding natural environment drive shared prosperity for all people and places.  
We are in an exciting time of technological change, no one can truly foresee the impact of 
Arti�cial Intelligence (AI) and other innovations will have on how we live, learn and work 
over the next 5-10 years, but we are commi�ed to ensuring that Cumbria has the digital 
infrastructure capacity to participate, lead and maximise opportunities. At the centre of the 
vision for growth in Cumbria are �ve core priorities:

�	 Creativity, competition to a�ract investment, compelling in our case making, and 
conservation of our natural resources

�	 Support the UK�s natural capital � protecting land, and sea for biodiversity 

�	 Deliver higher productivity to raise living standards 

�	 Be�er population health, supporting people back to work 

�	 Increased working age population to meet the needs of our growing economy 

�	 Be the UK�s �rst carbon neutral county
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�	 Responsible - we are responsible, socially, environmentally, and �nancially. 

�	 Outcome focused - we are outcome focused and we will focus on identifying and leading 
the delivery of the changes that our communities want to see. 

�	 Collaborative - we will work with partners, communities, and residents to deliver the best 
outcomes for all. 

�	 Ambitious - we are ambitious for everyone. 

�	 Inclusive - we will be an inclusive council. 

�	 Needs-led - we will intervene early to prevent harm, act in an equitable way leaving  
no-one behind and enable all to ask for help. 

�	 Ecologically aware - we will provide leadership in the drive to become carbon net zero  
and sustainable. 

Westmorland and Furness Council

�	 Improving health and wellbeing 

�	 Addressing inequalities 

�	 Local economies that work for local people 

�	 Environmental resilience and the climate emergency 

�	 Delivering excellent public services 

�	 Provide accessible and trusted services that listen, involve and engage 

�	 Are driving change, learning and improving 

�	 We demonstrate leadership whilst working collaboratively 

�	 Think local �rst and sustainably; focus on prevention and early intervention 

Cumberland Council

This Cumbria wide vision was developed in line with the values of both Cumberland and 
Westmorland and Furness Councils: 

���������� ������������
������������

Cumberland Council and Westmorland and Furness Council Footprint
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Digital Infrastructure

Mobile Data and Communications

Reliable, robust, resilient and universal digital connectivity, at least as good if not be�er than 
the UK average, is essential to enable the delivery of these priorities for Cumbria. Availability 
of digital services also contributes to the individual Corporate Plans and Economic Plans for 
Cumberland Council and Westmorland and Furness Council. Delivery of connectivity cannot 
happen without the underpinning digital infrastructure. 
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Current connectivity and ambitions
Historically Cumbria struggled to a�ract market investment into digital infrastructure.  
Cumbria was seen as a challenging location for market led deployment due to geography, 
geology, with only the city of Carlisle and the centre of market towns seen as commercially 
a�ractive by network providers. Since 2012, when the Connecting Cumbria programme formed, 
there has been signi�cant improvements in �xed line broadband and mobile connectivity 
due to a combination of working with the market to reduce barriers for investment and public 
funded investment.  

Cumbria Fixed Line Broadband Coverage Increase


















